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“Learning to Lead” 

 

  
 

On the 14th of August, cadets from the Hutch Tech and Mckinley JROTC had the opportunity to visit the 

Thermo Fisher Scientific Company, located in Grand Island, NY. Thermo Fisher Scientific is dedicated to 

improving the human condition through cell culture and transfection for researchers. A perfect example would 

be the story of Maryanne and Jake McMahon. Maryanne has worked at Thermo Fisher for over 20 years in the 

customer care department. Her son Jake enlisted in the Marine Corps, and 2 years ago during a training exercise 

he and 14 Marines suffered a tragic accident. Their training vehicle struck a gas line and was immediately 

engulfed in flames, leaving them all severely burned to the point where they could lose their limbs and be 

permanently disfigured. A trial medicine was donated to the hospital where the Marines were taken, and this 

new therapy technology allowed them to make a full recovery. This cutting edge science was made using 

Thermo Fisher Scientific products, the place where Jake's mother had been working and where Jake had spent a 

large portion of his childhood. Jake and his mother told us about their story through an inspiring speech. 

 

A very informative briefing was presented along with a comprehensive guided tour of the facility. Throughout 

the tour, cadets were given insight on how biologists, chemists, and engineers all play a role in the process of 

improving patient diagnostics, delivering raw materials for other companies to make pharmaceuticals, and 

increasing laboratory productivity. During the tour, cadets got to see all the “hands on” work and the specific 

jobs designated to each group. After the tour, we had a chance to listen to four different guest speakers with 

inspiring stories that provided us with information on their roles and positions at Thermo Fisher. It was a 

pleasure to hear them talk about their past experiences before joining Thermo Fisher. They also provided plenty 

of great advice on life. As a result, everyone had a wonderful time and gained informational facts on science 

and the different job opportunities that Thermo Fisher Scientific offers. Cadets got a lot out of this experience 

and here are some of the things they had to say: 

“I’m glad to have this wonderful opportunity given to us. I learned many new 

things and it has really opened my eyes to see how much good you can really 

do with science and research! Many thanks to all the guest speakers who 

were so nice and had so much to offer. This visit has helped me in deciding 

which direction I would maybe like to go in the future. I would also like to 

thank Caleb who prepared a wonderful presentation, planned the whole day 

for us and who was also our tour guide.” -Moorah  



 

“Learning to Lead” 

 

 

“Overall I had a great time there and I’d like to thank everyone that was there that gave the speeches because 

they made me realize a few things - to always branch out your majors and have a set of skills that you can 

acquire from different courses and even side jobs that can be used to your benefit when applying to the career 

field you want to enroll in. :))))))” –Osika 

 

“It was such a pleasure to be given such an amazing opportunity. The presentation presented by Caleb and the 

speeches spoken by the guests were included amazing life lessons that I was taught. I have much to learn from 

what was taught from them. And overall, I want to thank everyone for giving us a great time.” –Eliza  

 

“This was such an amazing opportunity. It gave me a chance to explore STEM fields that I’m interested in and a 

real life laboratory. It was very interesting because I never really thought about where medicine comes from or 

how it’s made.” –Alaynah 

 

"I learned that not always having a goal in mind will remain until the end, it will change with time and 

experiences. That is why you should consider other careers, not just one. I am very grateful to have the 

incredible opportunity to meet people so wonderful that they will help me in the future with their advice and 

teachings. Being able to see the area was a totally incredible experience, is the opposite of what I imagined. 

Having been there, getting to know the place and the mission they have with the world is a sign that there are 

still people who care about our planet. " –Tania 

 

 

  

Special Thanks to the team of Thermo 

Fisher Scientific who provided this 

opportunity for our cadets and made 

this a valuable experience! 
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